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"In his death, the State has lost one of its best beloved and most 
distinguished citizens ; this Court an able Judge. 

"We move that this brief expression of our sincere regard be 
spread upon the records of this Court. 

"James D. Shearer, 
"Charles W. Farnham, 
"Alf. E. Boyesen, 
"Thomas S. Wood, 
"John D. Sullivan, 
"Henry B. Wenzell, 
"Hugh T. Halbert, 

Committee." 



NOTES. 



The Law School. — The sixty-second annual session of the 
Law School has been inaugurated under the most favorable auspices ; 
and present indications point to a very successful year. 

In the regular teaching force of the school, but few changes 
have been made. Mr. Ralph Jackson Baker, who edited the Law 
Review last year and graduated summa cum laude, in June, has 
been elected an Instructor. He will teach courses on Trusts, Equi- 
table Doctrines, and Public Service Corporations. Mr. Harold 
Evans, Esq., a graduate of the Law School, class of 1909, will lecture 
on Domestic Relations. Mr. Edward W. Evans, Esq., of the Phila- 
delphia bar and also an alumnus of the school, will supervise the 
course in "Office Practice." Mr. Russell S. Wolfe, Esq., of the New 
York bar, will deliver a course of lectures on Code Pleading. Mr. 
Wolfe is also a graduate of the Law School and a former Editor-in- 
chief of the Law Review. 

On the auxiliary teaching staff, several new names appear. Hon. 
W. U. Hensel, of Lancaster, Pa., will deliver a lecture on James 
Buchanan. Hon. John W. Gest, whose interesting article on "The 
Law and Lawyers of Balzac" appears in this number of the Law 
Review, will lecture on Legal Biography. And Hon. Hampton L. 
Carson, of the Philadelphia bar, will take as the subject of a lecture 
course, "The History of Legal Literature." 

Several changes which have been made in the curriculum, 
become operative this year. Instead of first-year Equity, Dean 
Lewis will give first-year men a course in Associations, dealing, for 
the most part, with the Law of Agency. A new course on Public 
Service Corporations is open to third-year men. An interesting 
innovation in the form of a course in "Office Practice" will also be 
tried out. It has for some time been felt that the Law School should 
attempt to teach students to apply in a practical way some of the 
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legal theory which forms the basis of the regular courses of instruc- 
tion. The course in "Office Practice" has this purpose in view. 
Four practical problems have been laid before the members of each 
of the three classes in the Law School; and no student can be ad- 
vanced to a higher class, or graduated, who has not solved the prob- 
lems to the satisfaction of the supervisor of the course. For instance, 
members of the third-year class will be required, before graduation, 
to write a will, validly making given dispositions of the fictitious tes- 
tator's property ; to draw a mortgage ; to form a corporation, prepar- 
ing the Certificate of Incorporation, the notice which must be 
published, proof of publication thereof, calls for the first meetings 
of stockholders and directors, and minutes of the first meeting; and 
to prepare all the papers necessary to properly bring a suit in 
assumpsit. For the first and second year classes similar problems 
have been prepared. 

The number of students in attendance at the Law School is the 
largest since 1902. The registrations in the various classes are as 
follows: Third year class, 81; Second year class, 100; First year 
class, 175. There are also registered, eight special students, one 
partial student and two graduate students, bringing the total regis- 
trations up to 367. Only once before in the history of the Law 
School has the attendance been so large. 



Corporations — Ultra Vires Acts — Accommodation Paper. 
— In a proceeding in equity against an insolvent corporation the 
receivers reported, in respect to claims presented by several banks 
arising on negotiable promissory notes, that the defendant corpora- 
tion was an accommodation indorser. The Court held that although 
the execution or indorsement of accommodation paper is an act 
beyond the scope of corporate authority, the innocent holder for 
value of such paper could recover on it. It appeared, however, on 
all the evidence, that the banks could not be considered holders 
without notice. 1 

"The proposition is well supported by authority that it is ultra 
vires of a corporation to execute accommodation paper or to enter 
into contracts of guaranty or suretyship not in furtherance of its 
business, unless given express authority to do so." 2 Counsel for 
the receivers urged that the Court declare the paper void ab initio, 
adopting the doctrine stated in an opinion by Mr. Justice Gray in 
respect to contracts ultra vires. "The charter of a corporation 
* * * is the measure of its powers * * *. All contracts 

'Johnson v. Johnson Bros., 80 Atl. Rep. 741 (Me. 1911). 

' (a) Note to In re Assignment Mutual, etc., 70 Am. St. Rep. 164 ; 
(6) 3 Thorn. Corp., 2nd Ed., §2225 and cases cited; (c) 7 Am. and Eng. 
Ency. Law, 2nd Ed., 793; (d) 1 Mora. Corps., 2nd Ed., §423 and cases 
cited. 



